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The introduction of predator mammals to oceanic islands has led to the e tinction of man endemic birds. Although
introduced predators should fa our changes that reduce predation risk in sur § ing bird specres,the abilit of island birds to
respond to such no el chanées remains unstudied. We tested hether b el predation risk imposed b introduced
mammalian predato,s has altered the parental beha iour of the edtemic Ne ! Zealand bellbird (Anthornis melanura). We
e amined parental beha iour of bellbirds at three ! oodland sites in Ne Z%aland that differed in predation risk: 1) a
thainland site ith e otit predators present (high prédation risk), 2) a maifand site ith e otic predators e perimentall
remo ed (lo sk récentl ) and, 3) an off-shore island here e otic predators ere nVer iftroduced (lo risk al a s). We
also Eompar@’d parental Joeha iour of bellbirds ith tNo closel related Tasrfanian hone eaters ( (Phylifonyris i}blp that
e ol ed ith nati e nest pred%tors (high risk al d's). Infreased hest predation risk has bedn postulated to fa our reduced
ﬂaréntal Hcti it ,Jand e tested hether |sIand"beIIb|rds responded to ariation in predation risk. We fou nd that females
spent more hr‘he on th¥ nest per ey bating bout ith increased risk ofbredatron a strateg that minimised acti it at the
nest during incubation. Parental acti it during the’l"lestllng period, measured as number offeedlng isits/hr, also/décreased
ith increasing nest predation risk/ across sites, and as lo est among the hone eaters in Tasnfania that e ol ed ith
H‘étl e predators. These results demonstrate that somé island’ birds are able to reipond to increased risk of ﬁredatroﬂ"b
no fel predators in s that appear adapti e. We suggest that conser ation efforts ma be more effecti e if the take
antage of the abﬂ‘if of island birds to res'pond to no el predators, esbeaall hen thelelimination ofe dtic predators is
ndt possible. ' )
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