
initiatives, spanning just

over a month in total.

Between April and December 2023 I travelled to urban and rural centres in New
South Wales, Queensland and Victoria to meet with and interview people working
in the youth offending and prevention space. I also had the chance to speak to
various young offenders and reformed offenders about their lives.

Government departments were generally not willing to meet so, early on in my
planning, I pivoted towards focusing on the community initiatives affecting positive
change.

I selected these groups and initiatives after speaking to experts about what was
working - and what was not. I believe this change in direction allowed me a much
deeper insight into the real issues and how they could be tackled.

The current New Zealand Government is in the processtroduce new legislation and fund community initiatives in a bid to

address what has arguably become New Zealand’s most inflammatory crime and
justice issue.

While we all agree steps need to be taken at Government level - what is clear is
that everyone from our leaders and authorities to the wider community need to
have a better understanding of the real reasons why our young people are
offending.



Many people outside the youth offending/justice/support space assume these
issues are cause by bored, bad or brazen children and young people.

There is �n





I attended 18 presentations (including some symposiums where three or more
people spoke individually on interconnected topics) specifically on youth offending
and interventions.

I also attended a number of other presentations that were less directly relevant
but still helpful as they touched on domestic violence, policing, incarceration and
indigenous issues which are all connected to the youth space.

The youth justice-specific presentations I attended were:

● First Nations victim-survivors of gender-based violence: Interrogating justice
responses

● Early intervention youth case management and diversion program evaluation

● Deterring Drivers: An initiative to reduce car theft and joyriding by young people

● Youth offending during an exceptional event: A developmental view of the
COVID-19 pandemic

● Pathways from Acculturation to Juvenile Delinquency: Considering the
mediating effect of discrimination and delinquent peers

● Teaching ‘inside the wire’ in an Aotearoa New Zealand prison: Outlining a pilot
and exploring future initiatives.

● A 'chicken or egg' question: What happens first - social exclusion or
criminalisation?

● Fostering inclusion in carceral higher education in NZ

● Grievance and intra-familial homicide in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand

● Family Violence and Sexual Harm: Experiences of victorian victim survivors and
sector practitioners
● The overrepresentation of Indigenous peoples and women in the WA justice
system



● Communities countering crime: The promise and peril of place-based crime
prevention

● Are courts Converting to Diverting? A statistical analysis of a court diversion
program in Victoria

● Contemporary challenges for young people seeking bail

● The challenges of support provision and access to justice for criminalised girls
and women

● Symposium: Community-based prevention to divert children from the criminal
justice system: Need, evidence and opportunities.

During this session,, we heard from The Pathways to Prevention Project
focussed on giving preschool children an “enriched program to improve
basic language and communication skills that children need to function
effectively at school and in social interactions”. The result of this
programme so far is that of the preschoolers involved, youth justice contact
was 50 per cent lower.
And we heard from academics looking at reducing the flow of young
children into the justice system. They spoke of how when young children
commit serious crimes, their outraged community demanded authorities
‘get tough.’ These children are victims of multiple disadvantages and are
overwhelmingly Indigenous, making youth crime crackdowns racist, the
researchers argued.

●Keynote speaker: Nothing about us without us- embedding lived experience in
justice

● Symposium: Improving the lives of vulnerable young people: examining the
role of research-led interventions. During this session, I was able to listen to
multiple speakers doing work directly relative to my research. Some of these
speakers discussed:

An intervention programme that aims to enhance self-awareness,
self-regulation, and connection skills for young people who have
experienced and used violence.
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https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/breaking-bad-can-we-solve-new-zealands-youth-crime-crisis/FP5ZMV6C6NDXZCGFI4SIO7LYME/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/breaking-bad-can-we-solve-new-zealands-youth-crime-crisis/FP5ZMV6C6NDXZCGFI4SIO7LYME/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/breaking-bad-youth-crime-at-crisis-point-is-there-a-silver-bullet/IC4BR3GPE5C33O3R5F44NADWOM/
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They are living under clouds of poverty, neglect, family violence, and sexual and
other abuse.

They are disengaged from school, they are bored, they are unsupervised. They
are hungry, tired and stressed.

They are kids. And most people forget that - and have no idea of the incredibly
awful circumstances these kids live with every day.

In many cases, they are doing what they know, what they’ve seen growing up,
what is normal to them. They are just living the life they are in.

Sadly, these children and young people are the face of the youth crime epidemic -
thieves with no care or respect who are deviant, reckless, dangerous and simply
not as good as other kids.

While the top cohort of youth offenders certainly need to feel the full force of the
law, the majority are just kids with no idea what they are doing. No hope, no
worth, no idea.

Everyone is calling for action, sick of the ram raids, car thefts, high-speed
joyriding - the damage this anti-social behaviour causes to the community.

The hard truth is - there is no immediate fix to this. There is no silver bullet.

But there is a way forward, and it’s going to take every single one of us to make it
happen.

Early intervention. A better understanding of what youth crime actually is - who is
behind it and why.

A shift in the community’s mindset.

We all jump up and down about family violence, child abuse, the worst neglect
cases we read about in the news. We cry foul over the likes of the Kahui twins,
little Moko and Malachi,
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